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Obituary
Professor Valery Privalko

Valery Pavlovich Privalko was an athlete, a poet, a polyglot-
translator, and a renowned thermophysicist and polymer scien-
tist. With great regret and shock we have learned of his sudden
and instant death on January 23, 2006, in his hometown of Kyiv.

Valery Privalko was born on November 8, 1940, in the city of
Kharkiv, Ukraine. He attended Kyiv Polytechnic Institute (cur-
rently, National Technical University), where he was a straight-A
student and a member of the Institute’s varsity gymnastics team.
After graduation from Polytechnic Institute with a degree in
Chemical Engineering, he worked for four years at the Research
Institute of Machinery for Polymer Processing, and was accepted
to a Ph.D. program at the Institute of Macromolecules of the
Ukrainian National Academy of Science in 1966. Not only
did the young researcher has quickly set himself apart due to
his outstanding scientific talent; Privalko impressed everybody
who knew him with his wide erudition, intelligence, integrity,
and rare combination of strong will and caring concern for the
people around him. Valery Privalko accomplished a brilliant sci-
entific career; in his mid-30s, he received his Ph.D. and, later, a
Doctorate of Science (the highest scientific degree in the Soviet
Union), and became the Chair of the Department of Polymer
Thermophysics. He remained the Chair of this Department for
almost 30 years, until his death in 2006. During his outstand-
ing scientific tenure, Privalko has published over 350 papers in
peer reviewed journals, published 5 monographs that became the
textbooks of several generations of polymer chemists and physi-
cists, supervised and groomed 23 Ph.D. students, and earned
his reputation as the recognized leader in polymer physics and
thermodynamics. He has made significant contributions in the
fields of molecular structure and physical properties of polymers,
low temperature thermal behavior and fractal structure of poly-
mer glasses, synthesis and physical characterization of semi-
rigid chain polymers reinforced with sol—gel derived inorganic
nanophase, polymer membranes, and interfacial interactions in
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heterogeneous polymer materials, including filled polymers and
nanocomposites, polymer blends, block copolymers, and inter-
penetrating polymer networks. In addition to his responsibilities
as chair of the Thermophysics Department at the Institute of
Macromolecules, Privalko, has also served as a faculty member
of the Physics Departments of Kharkiv State Polytechnic Uni-
versity, Kyiv State University, and Mykolayiv State University.

As a renowned scientist, Professor Privalko was frequently
invited to serve as a visiting scientist or lecturer-professor at
the most prestigious polymer centers in Japan, Israel, Germany,
Spain, Italy, and USA. He co-managed international research
programs and was a recipient of numerous national and interna-
tional scientific awards.

In spite of all his impressive academic achievements, Privalko
never looked like a “classic” professor completely immersed in
his science. Quite opposite, due to his charisma, sharp humor,
and broad erudition, he would quickly become the center of
attention in any gathering. In addition to his native Russian and
Ukrainian, he was fluent in French and English, knew Japanese
and Spanish, read from memory the poems of Goethe and
Schiller in German, and himself wrote nice (mostly, humorous)
verses in Russian and English. He translated Japanese scientific
monographs and papers to Russian, and was a popular language
professor at the French and Japanese city courses in Kyiv. He
belonged to the famed unbeatable cohort of the table tennis play-
ers of the Institute of Macromolecules, and was often seen with
his paddle during the lunch breaks. He was the caring father of
his two sons and the daughter.

When one of us, in the very late 1980s, was leaving his
native country for a new life in the West (and, at those times of
the “iron curtain”, did not hope to see again any of his friends),
Valery Pavlovich said at the farewell party: “Remember me
the way | am now”. And remembered he is: charismatic,
humorous, brilliant, athletic—the Renaissance man of the
20-21st centuries.

Colleagues, friends, pupils:

Dr. Eleonora Privalko, Ph.D., Sr. Scientist, Institute of Macro-
molecules, Ukrainian National Academy of Sciences, Kiev,
Ukraine.

Prof. F.J. Balta Calleja, Instituto de Estructura de la Materia,
CSIC, Madrid, Spain.
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Prof. M.T. Bryk, D.Sc., National University “Kievo-
Mogylyanska Academiya”, Vice-President.

Prof. M.V. Burmistr, D.Sc., Institute of Chemical Technology,
Rector, Dnepropetrovsk, Ukraine.

Pino Carini, Professor of Experimental Physics, Dipartimento
di Fisica, Universita di Messina, Messina, Italy.

Inna Dolgopolsky, M.S., MBA, Director-Product Develop-
ment, Foam Corporation, Woodbridge, Ont., Canada.

Prof. Alexander Fainleib, D.Sc., Ph.D., Deputy Head of
Department of Interpenetrating Polymer Networks and
Systems, Institute of Macromolecules, Ukrainian National
Academy of Sciences.

Prof. S. Fakirov, Ph.D., D.Sc., Visiting Professor, The Univer-
sity of Auckland, Auckland, New Zealand.

Phillip Geil, Professor of Materials Science and Engineering,
University of Illinois, IL, USA.

A.M. Karateev, Prof., D.Sc., Department Head, National
Technical University-Kharkiv, Polytechnic Institute, Kharkiv,
Ukraine.

Prof. Jozsef Karger-Kocsis, Prof.Dr.-Ing.habil.Dr.h.c. Group
Leader, Insitut fuer Verbundwerkstoffe GmbH, Kaiserslautern,
Germany.

Prof. Yuri S. Lipatov, Dr. Sc., Academician, Ukrainian National
Academy of Science.

Igor Luzinov, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, School of Mate-
rials Science and Engineering, Clemson University, SC,
USA.

Prof. E.P. Mamunya, D.Sc., Institute of Macromolecules,
Ukrainian National Academy of Sciences, Kiev, Ukraine.
Gad Marom, Professor of Applied Chemistry, Casali Institute
of Applied Chemistry, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, Israel.

Dr. Sergiy Minko, Egon Matijevic Chaired Professor of Chem-
istry, Department of Chemistry, Clarkson University, Potsdam,
NY, USA.

Prof. Yu.N. Nizelsky, D.Sc., Institute of Macromolecules,
Ukrainian National Academy of Sciences, Kiev, Ukraine.
Policarpos Pissis, Professor, National Technical University of
Athens, Department of Physics, Athens, Greece.

Prof. Manuel Monleon Pradas, Director, Center for Biomate-
rials, Polytechnic University of Valencia, Spain.

Nataliya Rymarenko, M.S., Ph.D., Marketing Director, Navi-
gator Co., former Ph.D. student of V. Privalko, Kyiv, Ukraine.
Prof. Dr. Christoph Schick, Universitaet Rostock, Institut fuer
Physik, Rostock, Germany.

Antonin Sikora, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Deputy Head
of the Department of Polymer Materials, IMC AS, CR,
Prague.

Prof. V.V. Shevchenko, D.Sc., Institute of Macro-
molecules, Ukrainian National Academy of Sciences, Kiev,
Ukraine.

Prof. V.Ph. Shumsky, D.Sc., Institute of Macro-
molecules, Ukrainian National Academy of Sciences, Kiev,
Ukraine.

Professor Stanislaw Slomkowski, Head of the Laboratory for
Biomedical Polymers, Centre of Molecular and Macromolec-
ular Studies, Polish Academy of Sciences, Lodz, Poland.
Prof. Zbigniew H. Stachurski, Department of Engineering,
Faculty of Engineering and Information Technology, The Aus-
tralian National University, Canberra, Australia.

Alexander (Alex) Tregub, M.S., Ph.D., MBA, Staff Engineer,
Intel Corp., former Ph.D. student of V. Privalko, Santa Clara,
CA, USA.

Vladimir V. Tsukruk, Ph.D., D.Sc., Professor, Materials Sci-
ence and Engineering Department, lowa State University, 3053
Gilman Hall, Ames, IA, USA.

Dr. Bernhard Wunderlich, Professor emeritus, UT and RPI,
Knoxville, TN, USA.
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